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MANAGER'S MEMO

CONFESSIONS OF AN ATC NON-LISTENER
BY LAURA KENNEDY, DEVELOPMENT INTERN

There are two things I'd like to talk about this month. Actually,
two things I'd like you to talk about with your friends. One is an item
of very good news, the other is not.
"All Things Considered", National Public Radio's award-winning
afternoon news program, celebrates its 15th anniversary this month.
If you're an avid ATC fan, that's cause for celebration ... knowing
that quality radio journalism can prevail for a decade and a half. In
celebration of the anniversary, I'd like to ask you to do something
special.
Tell a friend (or 10) about "All Things Considered."
Tell them what they've been missing since 1971 ... a unique
blend of hard news, commentary, features, book reviews, movie
reviews, interviews, analysis ... It's a special news program for
special people ... like your friends.
The second thing to talk about with your friends is, unfortunately,
not good news. Simply put:
We may have to drop "A Prairie Home Companion" as of July 1.
We were recently notified that American Public Radio will
increase their network dues 233% as of that date ... from $1,500 to
$5,000. We don't have that extra $3,500 and have no other source
for it than listener contribution.
I am not asking you to write a check. You've already done your
part (though if you want to help we certainly won't object). Rather,
I'm asking you to talk to your friends ... people you know who
enjoy "APHC" but haven't supported the program financially in the
past. Ask them to send us a pledge, a letter saying they want to help
preserve "APHC" on FM 89 and indicate the amount they can
contribute. If we've received $3,500 in pledges by July 1, we can
continue our now twice-weekly broadcasts of "A Prairie Home
Companion;" if we haven't, we'll be forced to end our broadcasts
the weekend of June 28.
We are writing several hundred people we know listen to
"APHC" with the same message. Hopefully, between us, we can get
the job done.
Remember ... encourage pledges. (That way, if this doesn't
work, we won't have a bundle of checks to return.)
Our mailing address:
WGLT
310 Media Center
Illinois State University
Normal, IL 61761
We'll keep you posted on our progress.

It was another typical morning at WGLT. The UPI machine was
clicking madly away, Mozart was on the air, and my boss was puffing
intently on his pipe. Then suddenly, outside the office, I heard
voices.
"Oh yeah, ATC was great yesterday."
"Absolutely! I'm telling you, my day isn't complete without
ATC."
ATC? What were they talking about? I'd been an intern at WGLT
for over a month and I couldn't count how many times I'd heard
about this mysterious "ATC." I felt like an outsider. Who were these
people-these ATC-lites? I had to discover the truth. It wasn't long
before the truth found me. I was working on the February fund drive,
waiting for the phone to ring, when I heard one of my co-workers
mention the mysterious "ATC." Ah-ha! Here was my chance!
"What's ATC?" I asked, blinking innocently.
He laughed. "You mean you work here and you don't know
what ATC is?"
Okay-make me feel stupid. I shrugged helplessly. "Well no, I
don't know."
"It's 'All Things Considered', our afternoon news program."
Well, now I knew-or at least I thought I did. Sitting in the
announce booth, I was-to say the least-about to be pleasantly
shocked.
"Good evening, from National Public Radio in Washington ... "
90 minutes later-dozens of news reports, commentaries, human
interest stories, news analyses, book and movie criticisms, and
interviews later-I finally understood. And believe me, I understood it
all. I understood NASA's problems following the space shuttle
disaster, I understood the latest violence in South Africa, I understood
the tense situation in the Philippines. ATC didn't just report the news,
they dug deeper-much deeper. They asked questions that I'd ask.
They didn't just stop at the bare facts, but looked at the issues from
many angles. "All Things Considered" had more than news-like
offbeat stories from the nooks and crannies of society, interesting and
funny letters from listeners, and a terrific interview with (wow!) Sir
Alec Guinness!
So, there it was. "All Things Considered"-I was finally in the
know. Later that evening as I sat in the wooden splendor of Garcia's,
I astounded my friend, Lori, with my new-found knowledge. She
asked how I happened to know so much about South Africa.
I grinned. "Why, ATC, of course."
Lori stared suspiciously across the pepperoni pizza at me.
"What's ATC?"
Ah-sweet word of mouth! Now it was my turn!

VERDI'S REQUIEM CONCLUDES SYMPHONY SEASON

SOME THOUGHTS ON SATURDAY'S

JAZZ

BY TIM EMMONS, MUSIC & FINE ARTS DIRECTOR

The fourth subscription concert of the Bloomington-Normal and
Springfield Symphony season, with music director Kenneth Kiesler
will be broadcast 8 PM Monday, May 12 on WGLT. The final concert
of the current season features Giuseppe Verdi's brilliant "Messa da
Requiem."
Originally, Verdi had started the Requiem as part of a tribute to
Gioacchino Rossini. One of Verdi's national idols, Rossini's death had
a profound effect on Verdi. He felt that a commemorative event was
necessary to honor one of Italy's finest men. Verdi proposed that the
most notable Italian musicians should compose an assigned section of
the Requiem Mass and the collected whole would be performed on
the first anniversary of Rossini's death.
Due to petty rivalries and overall apathy the project collapsed
and Verdi reluctantly abandoned the plan . Being a practical
composer, Verdi dismissed his fragment of the Requiem as useless
even though he was fond of the work he had thus far completed. In
1873, Verdi found a reason to complete his work. On May 22,
Alessandro Manzoni, the man Verdi referred to as "the Saint", died
at the age of 88. Verdi was devastated. Now he felt the Requiem had
to be finished. To honor the memory of his idol, Verdi instantly set
out to complete the Requiem so that it could be performed the
following year on the anniversary of Manzoni's death .
On May 22, 1874 the "Messa da Requiem" was performed for
the first time at the Church of St. Mark in Milan. So successful was
the Requiem that people came from all over Europe to hear Verdi's
latest masterpiece. Before long, Verdi and his sensational Requiem
embarked on a tour of the major cities of Europe. Everywhere it was
performed the Manzoni Requiem was greeted with great enthusiasm
and today is still considered one of Verdi's greatest works.
The Requiem will be performed in eight parts and features the
Illinois State University Choir and the Illinois Wesleyan University
Collegiate Choir. Guest soloists include soprano Susan Dunn, tenor
Tonio De Paolo, mezzo-soprano Elizabeth Mannion, and bassist
William Rhodes.
We hope you'll join us, 8 PM Monday, May 12 for Verdi's
sublime masterpiece-"Messa da Requiem."

1

You may already have noticed it. FM 89 has expanded jazz on
Saturdays!
During the winter and early spring months, Saturday afternoon is
the domain of the Metropolitan Opera broadcasts. As a successful
102nd season of the Met came to a close, the wheels started to turn
behind the scenes of FM 89. What would replace the Met for the
next eight months?
The answer is jazz. For many of you, jazz on Saturday morning
has become a regular part of your week. It' s easy to understand why.
Saturdays start a bit slower than weekdays, but there are still things to
be done. During the summer months there is an endless supply of
projects around the house. Now you can not only wake up to jazz,
but listen to it all afternoon as well.
For a long time, jazz fans have been among our most loyal
supporters. You're there every Saturday morning with calls and
comments, enjoying the great music. Just as important, you don't go
away during our fund drives. In fact, jazz on Saturday mornings has
been one of our most successful programs in terms of fund raising.
When a program has a track record like our Saturday jazz has,
it's not enough to go by the old adage, "If it ain't broke, don't fix it!"
Your response has shown us that the thing to do is expand the hours
we play jazz.
As always, we'll start things up at 6 AM. We try to keep things
pretty light at that time of day. You're likely to hear Bill Evans and
Duke Ellington if you're an early riser on Saturday.
We'll move on through the day with jazz on records until 3:00
PM. At 3:00, "Sidran on Record" comes your way and takes you
right up to "All Things Considered."
From there, it's "A Prairie Home Companion", "Alive and
Pickin' ", and more jazz.
It's a great way to spend a Saturday ... all day long with your
radio tuned to FM 89, WGLT.

Broadcasts of the Bloomington-Normal and Springfield Symphony
1985-86 concert season on WGLT are made possible, in part, by a
grant from The Daily Pantagraph.

:

HIGHLIGHTS
Live From Kemp, our weekly broadcasts of faculty recitals from ISU's
Kemp Hall, concluded its 1985-86 season April 22. It will return next
fall.
The Bloomington-Normal & Springfield Symphony concludes its
1985-86 season on FM 89 Monday May 12 with a performance of
Verdi's "Messa da Requiem."
All Things Considered celebrates its 15th anniversary with a special
segment Friday May 2.
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Pantagraph
=
1540 E. College Avenue,
Landmark Mall, Normal.
Specializing In
Discount Brokerage
And Financial Planning.
Represented In Normal
By Drake Zimmerman .

Broadcasts of
the 1985-86
Bloomington-Normal
& Springfield
Symphony Season
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129 East Beaufort
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ACCUTYPE
P.O. Box 702
Normal, Illinois 61761
309/662-7557
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A Prairie Home Companion

About Books and Writers

E~

and Nashville plus a
Florida tour In June.
Phone 662-0515 for
details.

100 North Linden. Normal
Speclallzlng In bicycle
sales & service

1-600-322-9164.
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News Programming

Helping libraries provide central
Illinois with the best In books,
lnformatton, and AV resources.
For Special services for the
blind and handicapped, call
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203 North Street
Normal, Illinois 61761
3091452-4409
Music & Fine Arts
Programming
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Let them know you appreciate their support of our public radio station.
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310 Media Services Building
Illinois State University
Normal, IL 61761

Non-Profit Org.

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Normal, Illinois
Permit No. 1

